USATF Connecticut

Meeting September 20, 2023
Minutes
Attendance: Bob Fontaine, Peter Hawley, Jim Barber, Sasha Benjamin, Morgan Kennedy, Ron Daniel, Deb Carson, Yolanda MacDonald-Wesley, Dave Driscol, Irving Fox, Brad Overturf, Yvonne Grimes, Alan MacDougal, Maryanne Daniel, Deb Petruzello
I. Minutes from May 10, 2023
II.
Reports

· President  
Annual Meeting 
· Scheduled for Thursday November 30 – Sunday the 3rd in Orlando – Registration is open and is $275.00 for on-time registration. Goes to $300 after on-time registration expires. 
· In a delegation of 10, 3 (33.3%) must be active athletes, and 3 must be coaches. 
· One ten-Year athlete? must go, though it has not always happened.   
· Association pays for airfare (please book early and look for low fares), hotel, registration, transport to hotel.  
· Delegation should plan to arrive Wednesday.  
· The Association workshop will be held Wednesday so the President, who is required to attend, must arrive on Tuesday. 
· Next month our Annual Meeting – Budget proposals– Notice is on our website and was emailed to all members. 
Upcoming Election

· This is an election year for our officers. We may need to adopt a policy to have zoom attendees be able to vote. List of officers is attached.
· Candidates may be nominated from the floor that day. 
· The elected officials will take their position for the next meeting. 

· Emailed nominations ahead of the meeting will be verified and consolidated by the secretary for inclusion 

Accreditation Status

· Fully accredited
Medals for Track and XC

· We had protested national providing no medals at USATF meets. National Office agreed to do them but sent only ribbons. 
· We provided medals in the absence of USATF’s offering.
· Treasurer – 
· As of September 18, 2023
· Checkbook Balance 

$136,971.25
· Uncashed Checks     

$       495.00
· Current Reconciled Balance
$136,476.25
· Discussion on Budget for next year. 
· Last Year’s Budget is attached.
· Total income for this year is estimated at $52,000 last year estimated at $51,707
· Includes Grand Prix and a $5,000 grant for membership
· Motion to adopt the budget as proposed
· Made by Alan, Second by Jim, motion carries
· Membership  - 1968 as of 9/18, (605 adult-1286 youth- 76 officials) Last year 1313 as of 9/8
· Membership Growth Report
· 10,000 new members than this time next year
· 32 Associations have participated in the grant effort; USATF is pleased with the creativity of efforts
· Some groups are leasing warehouse spaces to perform indoor field events. 
· Deb Carson is looking into renting some warehouse space as well to see if doing the same is possible with her team. 

· Youth travel to a summit event may draw funds from this grant pool since it has a similar focus
· Standing Committees
Officials – Officials are seeking increased pay. This includes disbursements for M&F officiating. They are also seeking a chance for officials to just be present for HS events and be on CIAC not USATF standards. An official doing this would need to seek outside insurance. Track & Field isn’t listed as an official CIAC event. Yvonne will make a list of officials to be checked for SafeSport compliance. There are also a few officials seeking to actively increase their position. 
Sanctions – 80 Sanctions for 2023 so far. 1 Sanction already for 2024. The system for sanctioning races has only had small hiccups from groups that have external insurance or who fail to pay the sanction fee in a timely fashion. There is a declining number of races; in part due to COVID. 
Website – No updates at this time. The current website has aged information from 2022. Seeking new pictures to be updated. The new national delivered Website is not ready yet. 
Masters – 
LDR - We have had 7 GP races in the year so far with one more scheduled for December. The most recent race has 111 individuals and 31 different teams represented at the New Haven 20K. 
Cross Country - 
Youth - Including Youth Summit in Indianapolis October 19-22. Outdoor JO Meet was cancelled due to weather (thunderstorms). The youth summit will hopefully result in more participation, as Youth numbers have been dropping across the country. Dave Driscoll will collaborate with Irving on some publicity for the attendees of Youth Meets that have been completed successfully (this year had a very well-received one at Heyward Field.) Sasha was also at this meet and reported that there was a good contingent from CT. Another note: youth registration, though down slightly, is also experiencing decreased participation too. 
Safe Sport – Ron Daniel – in sept 2020, US Center for Safe Sport published protocol on the minor athlete abuse prevention policies. Ron would like to conduct a class for coaches and officials, who are to report anything they detect, on the subject. 
Race Walk – Clinic and 10K race October 2 – they are now looking at the November 4th date for the Race Walk clinic. Maryanne will write something up for the town to get the permit & sanction as the date will be changed. She is also wondering if there will be any issue getting the sanction in a 1-1/2 month lead. The town is asking for a certificate of insurance, which can be provided. A 10k and 5k will be held concurrently at 10AM that day. 
Mountain, Ultra, Trail – 2 Races have been held since last meeting. Gay City State Park and People’s Forest were decently attended. USATF members have been the winners largely in those races. Upcoming there is a half marathon. 
III. Old Business
· JO Meet in Danbury cancelled.
· Outdoor Open/Masters was not contested

IV. New Business

· Junior Olympic Cross Country at White Memorial Litchfield – November 12
· Sasha is researching the Floyd-Little Center; they may or may not be redoing the track due to changes in the New Haven public schools. (Hill House)

· They have indicated to Deb Carson that the track would not be available until mid January, though that also may have changed. 

· Nutmeg has master’s games, and may have a venue we could collaborate on. 

· National Office will want to see us hosting these meets. 
· 2023-24 Indoor meets – Youth and Open/Masters ?
Delegation For 2023 Annual Meeting

                        Ten Year Athletes

Eric Van der Els 
mitchvanderels@gmail.com

Tim Ritchie

timothy.r.ritchie@gmail.com

TENTATIVE LIST
ASSOCIATION WORKSHOP - ??????
Official’s - Yvonne 

Women's Development – Sasha Benjamin
Youth – Irving Fox
Race Walk – Ron (Maryanne is already on the executive committee) 
Women’s LDR – Sasha Benjamin
Men's Track and Field – Deb Petruzello
Men's LDR – Alan MacDougal
Cross Country Council, & MUT - ???
Masters Track and Field – Jim Barber
Masters LDR – Yolanda & Alan
Women's Track and Field – Jim Barber
V.
Next meeting is our Annual meeting on October 11, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
