USATF Connecticut

February 21, 2024
Meeting Minutes
I. Attendance: Yolanda McDonald-Wesley, Peter Hawley, Greg Burnett, Yvonne Grimes, Robert Fontaine, Mr. Barber, Maryanne Daniel, Ron Daniel, Sasha Benjamin, Debra Carlson, Deb Pitruzello, Irving Fox and Dave Driscoll

II. Approval of minutes for November 8th Meeting
Moved and seconded- approved without changes
II.
Reports

· President – 

· Annual Meeting – Reflection
Overall the annual meeting was a good experience, USATF-CT attendance at sessions was very good and the CT delegation was awarded one of three awards for achievement
The delegation was present Wednesday-Sunday and fully participated in the voting on the last day and met all of the delegation requires. Officials were chosen for Olympic trials and other meets.
· The Association Virtual Workshop will be Feb 25th.  alan macdougall agreed to attended, attended all sessions and will provide a brief report at the next meeting.

· Treasurer’s Report: -
· As of February 16, 2024
· Checkbook Balance 

$112,154.62
· Uncashed Checks     

$    1,215.00      
· Current Reconciled Balance
$110,939.62
· Large Expenditure – Annual Meeting so far $12,170.00 (will probably end up around $15,770.00)
· Membership – 1017 as of 2/19/24, 700 last year this time.
· Taxes for 2023 have been filed with the IRS.
· Annual Report with Secretary of State has been filed.
· Accreditation Documents have been submitted to the National Office. 
· There 6500.00 payment from National, with the origin yet to be determined
· Standing Committees

Officials
Breakouts at the annual meeting were good meetings. USATF is very focused on cultivating a an influx of younger officials. 

Rule Changes:
Now allowing up to 6 events- 3 individual and 3 relays for invitationals. 
Throwers can now wrap wrist and individual fingers. 



Other discussion
There are concerns about safety (adequate responders). 
Grants are available for recruiting young officials. 
Post card on how to be an official

NCAA certified officials

Lack of female and minority officials

Uniforms- pants going black
Accident involving an official- broken elbow and pelvis CIAC will not take responsibility, USATF is secondary insurer. This is an issue because Track and Field is the only sport CIAC doesn’t provide insurance for

Sanctions 

25 sanctions so far in – 4 events so far, 21 have not been contested
Discount provided to championship races is now 100% of the state fee versus a dollar amount so the race does not need to estimate finishers
Reminder- sanctions need to be submitted by race director or other affiliated person with the race. Not the Sanctions Chair.

Website 
no response from USATF IT team regarding Peter’s inability to log in.

Peter contacted support 3 three times and the issue remains unresolved
Masters 

Indoor meet- Ocean Breeze Staten Island, low attendance so far
Outdoor meet June 2nd, conflict with masters meet on the 9th
Hammer at the CT masters game which is a separate meet, reduced rate for only hammer or for events + hammer
Our medals will be handed out at the CT Masters Games
LDR 
2023- 285 unique individuals in 8 races, 874 USATF-CT runners in 8 races

PLR 5km is first race of the season
Membership Scoring in meets using USATF-CT regional clubs as the basis for scoring
per USATF website
Adult USATF Members, ages 19 years and older, can request to transfer from their assigned Association of Residence to another Association by logging in to My USATF Connect and choosing the Transfer Requests link. Transferring to a new Association provides a member with the benefits of that new association only. The member forfeits the benefits of their Association of Residence which includes, but is not limited to, scoring in the Association’s championships, representing a club in that Association, and voting in that Association’s meetings. Additionally, USATF Rule 4.1 of the USATF Governance Handbook indicates that in certain USA/USATF national championships, a member may not be eligible to score points for a club if they do not reside within the same Metropolitan Standard Area as the club’s location.

In other words, you can only score in your region and for your club- you cannot also score for another club in another region

Cross Country and Mountain, Ultra, Trail

2 MUT meets plus cross country meets
April 21st 5k trail race

June 1st 8 mile loop in Hebron

August 7 mile trail race
TBD
Age before beauty

Cross country challenge Hartford

Youth Track and Field
JO meet, 146 athletes (lost high schoolers)
87 went onto regionals in Adirondack
Revamping coaching school- make it asynchronous as opposed to synchronous, increasing the available for coaches
Regarding USATF and their approach to YT&F- dysfunction continues with no clear focus on reversing decline in participation, loss of members to AAU, and lack of competitions
Cancelled the national youth indoor meet
Ocean Breeze- National Invitational 3rd week in March
National outdoor meet- College Station Texas

USATF is not getting bids for scheduled meets
June 15th, for outdoor JO (Danbury/Bethel)

Safe Sport 
No update. Most USATF-CT board members did the refresher at the beginning of the year and everyone is in compliance.
Race Walk 

Triangular meet

Membership Growth Report – Deb Carson

1017 members now, 2067 last year, info table at nutmeg games
III. Old Business
· Potential for indoor youth meet next year.

Other opportunities keeping athletes away. A Youth coach led effort to hold a meet might be more effective
· Progress on Combined Masters/Open Meet with NY and NJ – February 24th
Happening/medals

· Junior Olympic Cross Country at White Memorial Litchfield – November 12

Went very well, but numbers down

· 2024 date not sure yet

· Open/Masters Meet – Outdoor

June 2nd Bethel

· Legal Matter – Bob
No news, but we are not sure Gemske is paying
· Training at Bethel On Sundays for Masters Athletes

covered

20 people per sessions, wide range of events- runners, jumpers, throwers

· Windsor facility – Deb
375 per session, 6 90 minute sessions this spring, 4 in December

sprints ladders throws spring strength flexibility and technique
Will provide a written plan
New Business
· Our Bylaws need to be reviewed and updated. (2019)
alan is working on this
· We need to develop a procedure for selecting our Delegates to the USATF Annual Meeting, who is entitled to reimbursement, amount to be reimbursed. We have done this informally but that has be a documented procedure with fiscal controls
Next meeting is scheduled for April 10th, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. (No meeting in March)
